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Biggest January Snowstorms in Recent History! 
What will this winter bring?

The Polar Vortex of 2019. In late January, cold air from the Arctic descended onto North America, 
killing 21 people. Almost 2,000 flights were canceled, hundreds of schools were closed, and hundreds 
of cases of frostbite and hypothermia were reported.
The Bomb Cyclone of 2018. This was a quick-building storm in January that covered more than 
2,500 miles of the US, affecting 60 million people. Along with heavy snowfall and 50 mph winds, the 
coast was rocked by swells, made even worse by unusually high tides. In Boston, a 3-foot storm surge 
smashed against the city. The storm caused more than 1 million children to miss school, and 4,000 
flights to be canceled.
Winter Storm Jonas of 2016.  Also known as Snowzilla, affected over 102 million people, and killed 
52. A massive amount of snow fell — 24 million people were estimated to have come in contact with 
over 20 inches. Glengary, WV, had the most snowfall, with 42 inches. In North Carolina, the storm's 
ice and wind knocked out the power at 150,000 homes. In Delaware, wind gusts were recorded at 75 
mph. New Jersey faced intense flooding, with water surging higher than it did during Hurricane 
Sandy. According to the NOAA, it was one of the most powerful snowstorms in the northeast in 60 
years.
The Blizzard of 1996 . From January 6 to 10, this vicious storm forced former President Bill Clinton 
to shut down the government and declare nine states and D.C. as disaster areas. Heavy snow fall 
blanketed much of the Eastern seaboard. In one day, Virginia had 20 inches of snow, while Newark 
had 28 inches fall over several days, and Philadelphia had 30 inches. The storm caught some people 
off guard, since snow stopped for long enough that some forecasters said it was over, before 40 mph 
winds and more snow returned. Buildings, including barns and a church in Harlem, New York, 
collapsed. Four people died from heart attacks while clearing snow, according to The New York 
Times. In total, 154 people died.

Other Notable  Winter Storms: The 
Snovember storm of 2014 brought more than 
7 feet of snow. The Christmas Blizzard of 
2010 gave us 29 inches. Snowmageddon, 
2010 - Washington turned white as snow fell 
uninterrupted for 30 hours. Just over 32 
inches of wet, heavy snow were recorded.

Reference: Insider. (2020, January 2). 19 of 
the biggest snowstorms to hit the US in the 
last century. 

https://www.insider.com/biggest-snowstorms-in-us-history-photos-records-2020-1

NO SCHOOL 
January 15th – half day

11:30 a.m. Dismissal
January 1th

No School
Martin Luther King’s Birthday

On January 15, 1929, 
Martin Luther King, Jr. is 
born in Atlanta, Georgia, 
the son of a Baptist 
minister. King received a 
doctorate degree in 
theology and in 1955 
helped organize the first 

major protest of the African-American civil 
rights movement: the successful 
Montgomery Bus Boycott.

AR CHALLENGE – PARENTS, We Need Your Help Please!

We set AR goals each quarter. First quarter was for an ice cream party, but we 
didn’t make it. So those points carried over into the 2nd quarter. We have one 
more week to read and get our points in order to participate in the Pizza Party. 
We are struggling with that too. Students
are encouraged to read when they have a
few minutes at the end of classes after the
subject and assignments are completed. 
Very few read without excessive prompt-
ing. Mr. Williams brought in this Darth
Vader helmet to give to the first student 
who meets their goal. I will be buying them
an individual pizza meal also. Twenty 
minutes a day is all they need to read. We 
hear a lot of excuses as to why they didn’t 
read: “I forgot to take home my book” or 
“I took it home and forgot to read it”. 
So parents,I am requesting that you 
Encourage your child to read with you, to you, or on their own. 

SCHOOL RESUMES
JANUARY 4

ATTENTION 8th GRADERS

In order to graduate and move on to 
high school, it is a state requirement 
to pass the Illinois Constitution Test, 
State Constitution Test, and the Flag 
Code Test. Mr. Blankenbaker is 
teaching 2 of our students who are in 
mainstream American History. The 
other 2 are in my class. My 2 
students just took and passed the 
Flag Code Test! During the next 2 
weeks, we will be working on the 
Illinois Constitution and my hopes 
are to pass it before Christmas break. 
Next semester will be the State 
Constitution Test. So please remind 
your student to study for these very 
important tests. Thanks!


