
This Month in History
New Year’s Day. The most celebrated holiday around the world.
January 1, 1863. The Emancipation Proclamation by President Abraham 
Lincoln freed the slaves in the states rebelling against the Union.

January 2, 1960. In Washington, D.C., Senator John F. Kennedy
announced his intention to seek the Democratic presidential 
nomination. 

January 15 Birthday. Martin Luther King (1929-
1968) was born in Atlanta, Georgia. As an African 

American civil rights leader he spoke eloquently and 
stressed nonviolent methods to achieve equality. He received the 
Nobel Peace Prize in 1964. He was assassinated in Memphis, Tennessee, on 
April 4, 1968. In 1983, the third Monday in January was designated a legal 
holiday in the U.S. to celebrate his birthday.

January 27, 1967 . Three American astronauts were killed as a fire 
erupted inside Apollo 1 during a launch simulation test at Cape 
Kennedy, Florida.

January 30, 1933. Adolf Hitler was appointed Chancellor of 
Germany by President Paul von Hindenburg. Hitler went on 
to become the sole leader of Nazi Germany. He then waged a 
war of expansion in Europe, precipitating the deaths of an 
estimated 50 million persons through military conflict and 

through the Holocaust in which the Nazis attempted to exterminate the entire 
Jewish population of Europe.

January 30, 1973. During the Watergate scandal, Gordon 
Liddy and James McCord were convicted of burglary, wire-
tapping and attempted bugging of the Democratic head-
quarters inside the Watergate building in Washington, D.C.

Reference: The History Place (n.d.). This Month in History - January. 
https://www.historyplace.com/specials/calendar/january.htm

NO SCHOOL 
February 18th – half day

11:30 a.m. Dismissal
February 21st

No School
President’s Day

Presidents' Day, officially 
Washington's Birthday, in 
the United States, holiday 
(third Monday in February) 
popularly recognized as 
honoring George 

Washington and Abraham Lincoln. The day 
is sometimes understood as a celebration of 
the birthdays and lives of all U.S. presidents.

“Reach high, for stars lie hidden in your soul . Dream deep, for every
dream precedes the goal.” Pamela Vaull Starr. Don’t be afraid to use
your imagination. You might seem like life is full of tests,
questions, grades, parents, and pressure, but still dream.
Dare to use your imagination. Be bold. Be creative.

Reference: Juma, N. (2020, July 13). Everyday Power. https://everydaypower.com/motivational-
quotes-for-kids/

JEN BRICKER
Author / Aerialist / Speaker
Jen Bricker spoke to our school on 

Friday, January 14th for Character 
Counts day. 

“Jennifer Bricker is an American 
acrobat and aerialist. She is the sister 
of gymnast Dominique Moceanu. 
Born without legs, she was placed for 
adoption by her parents. She was a 
featured performer on Britney Spears' 
Circus Tour and was the first disabled 
high school tumbling champion in 
the state of Illinois.”

Jen is so inspiring. She never let 
her “disability” keep her from

reaching her dreams. She was adopted by a couple in the Oblong 
area and went to the Oblong schools. She participated in sports 
offered at the school and excelled in tumbling. She was drawn to 
Dominique, of the gold-medal-winning US women's gymnastics 
team (the "Magnificent Seven“),1996 Summer Olympics in Atlanta, 
only to discover later in life they were sisters. Check her story out.
-----------------------
Reference: Wikipedia(2021, August 1). Jennifer Bricker. 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jennifer_Bricker


